198                          THE   FIRST   NIZAM

We hope that Nawab of Golconda (Nizamu'1-Mulk) will
not have any intention to tender submission to the new
Emperor. Anyway, there seems to be no reason to believe
that the new Emperor will deprive you of your privileges.
But if he has an ill-feeling towards the Europeans you
will certainly not be able to hold out in Bengal.  Our
advice to you is that if you are deprived of the privileges
or treated in a humiliating manner, there will be no alter-
native left but to suspend your commerce which in these
circumstances will become more costly than profitable. If
it comes to that you will have to shut yourselves in your
factories and protect the vessels which will be of service to
retire and  embark your  chests  safely.  If the commerce
ceases, then you may pass on all the funds to us which
should not lie idle there. We believe if the new Emperor
issues orders to deprive us of our privileges, they will be
equally applicable to the English and the Dutch. In such
a case, it may be advantageous for the three nations to
unite and defend their interests against the Moors. It will
be prudent not to risk any action unless we are sure of the
attitude of the English and the Dutch. If a new faujdar
is sent to the province and he confirms your privileges as
well as accords new ones, it will be desirable to make a
suitable   present   to   him.   But   nothing   should   prompt
Monsieur Dupleix to leave the station. As for sending a
deputation to the Emperor, we believe it will not serve any
purpose unless it is composed of wise and intelligent men.
We will let you know   our intention about this matter
when we are in receipt of reliable intelligence from Delhi
as to the result produced by the great event there.1

After seizing the fabulous riches of the Mughal Capital,
Nadir set out on his return journey to Persia. The effect
of his expedition proved disastrous for north-western India
which was sucked dry of treasure. Industry and trade was so
completely paralyzed there that it was not restored to its
former prosperity for a long time to come. It would not have
been strange at all if the shadowy Empire of the Mughals
came to an end. But it had yet to linger on for sometime.

1 and., p. 91.